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Department of Planning and Building 
Community Advisory Councils

Training
Agenda

• Welcome
• Role of CACs in County Government
• Your Role in the Planning Process
• Technology Resources
• Break
• Code Enforcement
• Questions and Answers
• Closing Comments
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Looking Ahead

• In the next few months:
• The Housing Package:

• Ag Worker Housing Ordinance
• Secondary Dwelling Unit Ordinance Amendment
• Tiny House Ordinance Amendment

• Cannabis Ordinance Revisions

• Later this year:
• Airport Land Use Plan Update
• Avila Community Plan Update
• Diablo Canyon Land Use Study
• Housing Element Update
• Los Osos Community Plan 
• Los Osos Habitat Conservation Plan
• Safety Element – County General Plan
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Your Planning and Building Department  
Liaisons 

• Avila Valley Advisory Council – TBD
• Cayucos Citizens Advisory Council – Terry Wahler
• Creston Advisory Body – TBD
• Los Osos Community Advisory Council – Kerry Brown
• North Coast Advisory Council – Schani Siong
• Oceano Advisory Council – Cody Scheel
• San Miguel Advisory Council – (As Needed)
• Santa Margarita Area Advisory Council – Holly Phipps
• Shandon Advisory Council – Jay Johnson
• South County Advisory Council – Stephanie Fuhs
• Templeton Area Advisory Group – Kate Shea
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Role of CACs in County Government
Nina Negranti, County Counsel

• How CACs Came to Exist

• 1996 BOS Resolution – criteria (Wild West) 
Legitimacy and Order

• Ensure actual representation of community at 
large (broad cross-section)

• Protocol and formalities – bylaws, statement of 
purpose, regular noticed meetings
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Legal Status and Role of CACs

• Private Associations, not Local Government 
Agencies

• NOT created by the Board; Board doesn’t select 
members

• Members are Not Public Officials
• NO Brown Act OR Conflict of Interest Code 

Requirement
• Considered Volunteers
• ROLE: Advise on Current and Future Planning 

Issues before BOS
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Liability and Indemnification 

• WILL defend and indemnify if lawsuit arises from 
participation in advisory decision

• Will NOT defend and indemnify if outside scope of advisory 
role OR if malice, fraud, corruption, personal gain, self 
interest

• No coverage for punitive damages

• No history of member being named
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Your Role in the Planning Process
Xzandrea Fowler

The Planning Process

• Ministerial vs. Discretionary

• Discretionary Review Process

• Project Referrals

• Community Advisory Councils

• Staff Review of the Project
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Your Role in the Planning Process

Ministerial vs. Discretionary

• Comply with zoning and building 
regulations

• Approved administratively (no hearing)

• Not referred to Community Advisory 
Council

• Building Permits, Zoning Clearance, Site 
Plan, 1st & 2nd Time Extensions

Ministerial Permits Discretionary Permits
• Decision-maker discretion – approve, 

deny, or modify projects

• Require neighborhood compatibility 
finding

• Environmental Review under CEQA

• Referred to Community Advisory 
Councils

• Land Use Permits, Coastal 
Development Permits, Land Divisions, 
General Plan/Specific Plan Amendment, 
Ordinance Amendment, 3rd Time 
Extension
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Your Role in the Planning Process

Discretionary Review



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Your Role in the Planning Process
Project Referrals

• Community Advisory Councils
- 11 advisory bodies throughout the County

• Inter-Department
- Public Works, Building, Environmental Health, Ag Commissioners, Parks

• Regional & Local Agencies
- Cities, Cal Fire, Cal Trans, Air Pollution Control District, SLOCOG

• State & Federal Agencies
- California Coastal Commission, CA Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, Army Corps

• Service Providers
- CSDs, SoCal Gas, PG&E
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Your Role in the Planning Process

Community Advisory Councils
Referral Review
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Your Role in the Planning Process

Staff Review



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Website Update

Hannah Miller

• The Department is Embarking on an Overhaul of 
the Website.

• Easier Navigation 
• User-Friendly Resources

• New Cannabis Website 
• Launching Today
• Service-Focused
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New Cannabis Website
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New Cannabis Website
General Information
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New Cannabis Website
Permitting Guide
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New Cannabis Website
File a Complaint
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Geographic Information Systems

Rebecca Whiteside

Land Use View Training 
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Information Technology

Ryan Foster
EnerGov: CSS Portal Overview

• Home page and options/functions

• Introduction to all the features the CSS Portal offers

• Contractors will soon be able to apply online for renewable energy 
permits and ePermits

• Search Public Records: By Plan or Permit number, APN, or even 
[Partial] Address / Area

• Overview and demo of Viewing Plan (or Permit) Summary, project 
information, and Attachments

• How Referral Packages and Environmental documents can be 
accessed
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Code Enforcement

Matt Janssen

• Traditional / Cannabis

• Compliance Up Front
• 75% Resolved Early / 25% Resolved Later
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Code Enforcement

Matt Janssen

• Proactive vs. Reactive

• Ways to File a Complaint

• Overview of Process
• Research, Site Visit, Case Opened, NOV, etc.
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Code Enforcement

Matt Janssen

• Vacation Rentals

• Private Parties

• Coastal vs Adelaida Area/Inland



COUNTY OF SAN LUIS OBISPO www.slocounty.ca.gov

Questions
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
PARTICIPATION!
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